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loaned her half a billion francs on condition that it be spent
for these purposes. Russia urged France to extend the
term of French military service from two to three years.
"Russia is ready; France must be also/7 declared the Rus-
sian Minister of War in an alarming newspaper article early
in 1914. So armaments were increased, not only to give
security to an individual country, but also to strengthen
the alliance to which it belonged.
Militarism implied also the existence of an influential
body of military and naval officers, whose whole psychologi-
cal outlook was naturally colored by the possibility, if not
the "inevitability," of an early war.   To these professional
fighters war held out the prospect of quick promotion and
great distinction.   It would, however, be a grave injustice
to them to imply that they urged war for selfish motives of
personal advancement.   Nevertheless, the opportunity to
put into practice the results of the work of preparation for
war to which their lives were devoted cannot have failed
to have its psychological effect.   Quite aside from any per-
jsonal motives, the military officers in all countries had a
high sense of national honor and patriotic duty, as they
understood it.   It was their supreme duty to be ready at
«tny moment to protect the state by force of arms.   It was
-the constant preoccupation, day and night, of the General
Staff in every country to be ready to make or meet an attack
in the shortest possible time.   To this end every General-
Staff drew up or revised every year the most minute and
complete plans for mobilization and march to the frontier
to satisfy all possible contingent situations.   Military offi-
cers generally held to the theory that it was advantageous
to take the offensive.   This meant striking the foe before
his mobilization was complete—at the moment, therefore,
when the enemy country was in the most vulnerable process
of transforming itself from a peace to a war footing.   It
paeant also that the war, with all its frightful economic

